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small economic reserves should be lost in prolonging a war
to maintain the balance of power between these Powers.

Consequently, I proposed that Peace negotiations
should be taken up with the enemy at once so that as many
might be saved as was humanly possible, and that during
the period of negotiations the Popular Front should try to
raise the fallen morale of the civil population, whilst
commanders and officers should do the same among the
armed units, since a high morale was necessary both to get
the best possible peace terms and to resist if the enemy
refused to make peace.

The speech of the Naval Commander, Admiral Buiza,
produced a most unhappy impression. This officer, with a
very rare sincerity, said that the Navy had decided to
leave Spanish waters if peace were not rapidly negotiated,
since a commission representing the crews had told him
that they were convinced that the war was lost and that
they did not mean to go on suffering the intense bombard-
ments which Nationalist aeroplanes made against them
daily, and which they could not resist because they had no
anti-aircraft defence.

In answer to this serious declaration by Admiral Buiza
the Prime Minister said that he could not allow this
attitude on part of the crews, and that when they threat-
ened not to do their duties, their leaders should have been
shot as ringleaders in sedition. The Navy Chief said that
he agreed with the Prime Minister, but that he had not
punished them because he honestly believed they were
right and that it was intolerable that the crews should be
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